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simple imprisonment. During the past fortnight, thirty-seven con-
victions have taken place already in this little place. And now
Mrs. Naiker and Mr. Naiker's sister are to take up picketing. The
Criminal Law Amendment Act has just been put in force there-
Lord Willingdon1 has stated his policy. Like Sir Harcourt But-
ler2 he too wants to maintain the respect for law and order. We
may any day, therefore, expect a perfect hurricane of arrests where
at present only a breeze seems to be blowing. They are con-
ducting Mr. Rajagopalachari's and Mr, Subramania Shastri's
case under summons. The trial is practically finished* Raja-
gopalachari has asked for the highest penalty. I hope that the
Magistrate will oblige him and transfer from friends to jailers the
care of his ailing body which is causing anxiety to his fellow-wor-
kers. Like Pandit Motilalji he has been wearing away his body
ever since the commencement of non-co-operation. Dr, Ansari
is now the sole surviving Secretary of the Congress and I have no
doubt that he will not be long getting his reward for meritorious
service. The Government is preparing the country for the final
declaration that the Congress and the Khilafat Committee are
unlawful organizations,, in which case everyone connected with
them must render himself liable to arrest. Nor will such a decla-
ration be a strange procedure. The Congress^ if it is allowed to
continue its peaceful career, must supplant the present Govern-
ment, a contingency the latter cannot contemplate with equani-
mity. The Congress, if it is worth existence, cannot depart by a
hair's breadth from its course and if it survives the present test,
it will do so not by the sufferance of the Government but by the
weight of its own unrivalled influence upon the masses. Viewed
in that light, the survival of the Congress after the Government's
challenge is swaraj.
ATTENDANCE A CRIME
A telegram from the Lahore Publicity Board says that the
Deputy Commissioner of Hazara District has warned the dele-
gates elected to the Congress that "if they attend the Congress,
they are liable to be expelled from the District under Section 36
Frontier Crime Regulations." I hope that the Congress dele-
gates in Hazara will take up the challenge and now regard it a
point of honour to attend the Congress in their full strength. The
Hazara Commissioner's action is in keeping with the raiding of
1 Governor of Madras, 1919-24; Viceroy of India, 1931-36
2 Governor of U.P.